THEDUTIESOF PARENTS
by JC (bhn Charles) Ryle

“Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he isold, he will not depart from it."— Prov 22:6

I mppomtl'_na most professing Christians are acquainted with the text at the head of this page. The sound of it is probably familiar
to your ears, like an old tune. It islikely you have heard it, or read it, talked of it, or quoted it, many atime. Isit not s0?

But, after al, how little isthe substance of thistext regarded! The doctrine it contains appears scarcely known, the duty it puts
before us seemsfearfully seldom practised. Reader, do | not speak the truth? It cannot be said that the subject isanew one. The
world isold, and we have the experience of nearly six thousand yearsto help us. We live in dayswhen there is a mighty zeal for
education in every quarter. We hear of new schoolsrisingon all sdes. Ve are told of new systems, and new books for the young,
of every sort and description. And still for all this, the vast majority of children are manifestly not trained in the way they should go,
for when they grow up to man'sestate, they do not walk with God. Now how shall we acoount for this state of things? The plain
truth is, the Lord’'s commandment in our text is not regarded; and therefore the Lord’s promise in our text is not fulfilled.

Reader, these things may well give rise to great searchings of heart. Suffer then aword of exhortation from a minister, about the
right training of children. Believe me, the subject is one that should come home to every consaence, and make every one ask
himself the quesgtion, "Am | in this matter doingwhat | can?' -

It isa subject that concernsalmost all. There ishardly a household that it doesnot touch. Parents, nurses, teachers, godfathers,
godmothers, undes, aunts, brothers, sisters, —al have an interest init. Few can be found, | think, who might not influence some
parent in the management of his family, or affect the training of some child by suggestion or advice. All of us, | suspect, can do
something here, either directly or indirectly, and | wish to stir up all to bear this in remembrance.

It isa subject, too, on which all concerned are in great danger of coming short of their duty. Thisispreeminently a point in which
men can see the faults of their neighbours more dearly than their own. They will often bring up their children in the very path which
they have denounced to their friends as unsafe. They will see motesin other men's families, and overlook beamsin their own. They
will be quick sighted as eagles in detecting mistakes abroad, and yet blind asbatsto fatal errors which are daily going on at
home. They will be wise about their brother's house, but foolish about their own flesh and blood. Here, if anywhere, we have need
to suspect our own judgment. This, too, you will do well to bear in mind.™

Come now, and let me place before you a few hintsabout right training. God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost bless
them. and make them wordsin season to you all. Reject them not because they are blunt and smple; despise them not because
they contain nothing new. Be very sure, if you would train children for heaven, they are hintsthat ought not to be lightly set asde.

1. Frst, then, if you would train your children rightly, train them in the way they should go, and not in the way that they would.

Remember children are born with a dedded bias towards evil, and therefore if you let them choose for themselves, they are
certain to choose wrong. The mother cannot tell what her tender infant may grow up to be, —tall or snort, weak or strong, wise or
foolish he may be any of these things or not, —it isall uncertain. But one thingthe mother can say with certainty. he will have a
corrupt and sinful heart. It isnatural to usto dowrong. "Foolishness," says Solomon, "is bound in the heart of achild”" (Prov.

22:15). "Achild left to himself bringeth his mother to shame" (Prov. 29:13). Our hearts are like the earth on which we tread; let it
alone, and it is sure to bear weeds. If, then, you would deal wisely with your child, you must not leave him to the guidance of his
own will. Think for him, judge for him, act for him, just as you would for one weak and blind; but for pity’s sake, gve him not up to
his own wayward tastes and indinations. It must not be hislikings and wishesthat are consulted. He knows not yet what is good for
his mind and soul, any more than what is good for hisbody. You do not let him dedde what he shall eat, and what he shall drink,
and how he shall be dothed. Be consistent, and deal with his mind in like manner. Train him in the way that is scriptural and right,

and not in the way that he fanaes.

If you cannot make up your mind to thisfirst prindple of Chrigtian training, it Is useleﬁfpr you to read any further. Sif-will is
almost the first thing that appearsin a child’s mind; and it must be your first steptoresst it.

2. Train up your child with all tenderness, affection, and patience. | do not mean that you are to spoil him, but | do mean that
you should let him see that you love him.



Love should be the silver thread that runs through all your conduct. Kindness, gentleness, long-suffering, forbearance, patience,
sympathy, awillingnessto enter into childisn troubles, a readinessto take part in childish joys, —these are the cords by which a
child may be led most easily, —these are the dues you must follow if you would find the way to hisheart. Few areto be found,
even among grown-up people, who are not more easy to draw thanto drive. Thereisthat in all our minds which risesin arms
against compulsion; we set up our backs and giffen our necks at the very idea of aforced obedience. We are like young horsesin
the hand of a breaker: handle them kindly, and make much of them, and by ana by you may guide them with thread; use them
roughly and violently, and it will be many a month before you get the mastery of them &t all.

Now children’s minds are cast in much the same mould as our own. Qernness and severity of manner chill them and throw them
back. It shutsup their hearts, and you will weary yourself to find the door. But let them only see that you have an affectionate
feelingtowardsthem, —that you are really desrousto make them happy, and do them good, —that if you punish them, itis
intended for their profit, and that, like the pelican, you would give your heart's blood to nourish their souls; let them see this, | say,
and they will soon be all your own. But they must be wooea with kindness, if their attention is ever to be won. And surely reason
itself might teach usthislesson. Children are weak and tender creatures, and, as such, they need patient and consderate
treatment. We must handle them delicately, like frail machines, lest by rough fingering we do more harm than good. They are like
young plants, and need gentle watering, —often, but little at atime.

We must not expedt al thingsat once. We must remember what children are, and teach them asthey are able to bear. Their
minds are like alump of metal —not to be forged and made useful at once, but only by a succession of little blows. Their
understandings are like narrow-necked vessels: we must pour in the wine of knowledge gradually, or much of it will be spilled and
lost. "Line upon line, and precept upon precept, here alittle and there a little " must be our rule. The whetstone doesits work
sowly, but frequent rubbing will bringthe scythe to a fine edge. Truly thereisneed of patience in training a child, but without it
nothing can be done.

Nothing will compensate for the absence of thistenderness and love. A minister may speak the truth asit isin Jesus, dearly,
forably, unanswerably; but if he doesnot speakit in love, few soulswill be won. Just so you must set before your children their
duty, — command, threaten, punish, reason, — but if affection be wantingin your treatment, your labour will be al in vain.

Love isone grand secret of successful training. Anger and harshness may frighten, but they will not persuade the child that you

are right; and if he seesyou often out of temper, you will soon cease to have hisrespect. A father who speaksto his son as Saul did
to bonathan (1 Sam. 20:30), need not expect to retain his influence over that son’s mind.

Try hard to keep up a hold on your child’s affections. It is a dangerous thing to make your children afraid of you. Anythingis
amost better than reserve and constraint between your child and yourself; and this will come in with fear. Fear putsanendto
openness of manner; —fear leads to concealment; — fear sowsthe seed of much hypocrisy, and leadsto many alie. Thereisa
mine of truth in the Apostle’swords to the Colossians: "Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged” (Col.
3:21). Let not the advice it contains be overlooked.

3. Train your children with an abiding persuasion on your mind that much depends upon you.

Grace isthe strongest of all principles. See what arevolution grace effects when it comesinto the heart of an old snner, —how it
overturnsthe strongholds of Satan, —how it castsdown mountains, fills up valleys, —makes crooked things straight, —and new
aeates the whole man. Truly nothingisimpossible to grace. Nature, too, is very strong See how it strugdes against the things of
the kingdom of God, —how it fights against every attempt to be more holy, —how it keeps up an unceasing warfare within usto
the last hour of life. Nature indeed is strong.

But after nature and grace, undoubtedly, there is nothing more powerful than education. Early habits (if | may so speak) are

everything with us, under God. We are made what we are by training. Our character takes the form of that mould into which our
first yearsare cast .4

We depend, in a vast measure, on those who bringus up. We get from them a colour, ataste, a biaswhich dingto usmore or less
all our lives. We catch the language of our nurses and mothers, and learn to speak it amost insensibly, and unquestionably we catch
something of their manners, ways, and mind at the same time. Time only will show, | suspect, how much we all owe to early
impressions, and how many thingsin us may be traced up to seeds sown in the days of our very infancy, by those who were about
us. A verylearned Engishman, Mr. Locke, has gone o far asto say: "That of al the men we meet with, nine partsout of ten are

what they are, good or bad, useful or not, according to their education.”



And al thisis one of God's merdful-arrangements. He gives your children a mind that will receive impressionslike moist day. He
givesthem a disposition at the starting-point of life to believe what you tell them, and to take for granted what you advise them,
and to trust your word rather than a stranger’s. He givesyou, in short, a golden opportunity of doing them good. See that the
opportunity be not neglected, and thrown away. Once let dlip, it is gone forever. Beware of that miserable delusion into which
some have falen, —that parents can do nothing for their children, that you must leave them alone, wait for grace, and st
gill. These persons have wishesfor their children in Balaam’s fashion, —they would like them to die the death of the righteous
man, but they do nothing to make them live hislife. They desire much, and have nothing. And the devil rejoicesto see such

reasoning, just as he always does over anything which seemsto excuse indolence, or to encourage negect of means

| know that you cannot convert your child. | know well that they who are born again are born, not of the will of man, but of
God. But | know also that God says expresdy, "Train up a child in the way he should go," and that He never laid acommand on man

which He would not give man grace to perform. And | know, too, that our duty isnot to stand still and dispute, but to go forward .
and obey. It isjust in the going forward that God will meet us. The path of obedience isthe way in which He gvesthe blessng. WWe

have only to do asthe servants were commanded at the marriage feast in Cana, to fill the water-potswith water, and we may safely
leave it to the Lord to turn that water into wine.

4. Train with thisthought continually before your eyes —that the soul of your child isthe first thing to be considered.

Precious, no doubt, are these little onesin your eyes; but if you love them, think often of their souls. No interest should weigh
with you so much astheir eterna interests. No part of them should be so dear to you asthat part which will never die. The world,
with all itsgory, shall pass away; the hills shall melt; the heavens shall be wrapped together asa scroll; the sun shall cease to
shine. But the spirit which dwellsin those little creatures, whom you love so well, shall outlive them all, and whether in happiness or

misery (to speak asa man) will depend on you.

Thisisthe thought that should be uppermost on your mind in all you do for your children. In every step you take about them, in
every plan, and scheme, and arrangement that concernsthem, do not leave out that mighty question, "How will this affect their
souls?’

Sul love isthe soul of all love. To pet and pamper and indulge your child, asif thisworld was al he had to look to, and thislife
the only season for happiness —to do thisis not true love, but cruelty. It istreating him like some beast of the earth, which has but
one world to look to, and nothing after death. It is hiding from him that grand truth, which he ought to be made to learn from his

very infancy, —that the chief end of hislife isthe salvation of hissoul.

Atrue Christian must be no slave to fashion, if he would train his child for heaven. He must not be content to do things merely
because they are the custom of the world; to teach them and instruct them in certain ways, merely because it is usua; to allow them
to read books of a questionable sort, merely because everybody else readsthem; to let them form habits of a doubtful tendency,
merely because they are the habits of the day. He must train with an eye to his children’s souls. He must not be ashamed to hear
histraining called singular and strange. What if it is? The time is short, —the fashion of thisworld passeth away. He that has
trained his children for heaven, rather than for earth, —for God, rather than for man, —he isthe parent that will be called wise a
last.

5. Train your child to a knowledge of the Bible.

You cannot make your children love the Bible, | allow. None but the Holy Ghost can give us a heart to delight in the Word. But you
can make your children acquainted with the Bible; and be sure they cannot be acquainted with that biessed book too soon, or too

well.

A thorough knowledge of the Bible is the foundation of all dear views of religion. He that iswell-grounded in it will not generally
be found awaverer. and carried about by every wind of new dodtrine. Any system of training which does not make a knowledge of
Sripture the first thing is unsafe and unsound. You have need to be careful on this point just now, for the devil isabroad, and error

the sacraments saviours and passportsto eternd life. And someare to be found in like manner who honour a catechism more than
the Bible, or fill the minds of their children with miserable little story-books, instead of the Sripture of truth. But if you love your
children. let the smple Bible be everything in the training of their souls and let al other books go down and take the second

place. Care not so much for their being mighty in the catechism, as for their being mighty in the Sriptures. Thisisthe training,
believe me, that God will honour. The Psalmist says of Him, "Thou h '
think that He gives an espedial blessing to all who try to magnify it among men.




See that your children read the Bible reverently. Train themto look on it, not asthe word of men, but asit isin truth, the Word of
God, written by the Holy Ghost Hmself, —all true, all profitable, ana able to make uswise unto sa:vation, through faith which isin
Christ Jesus

See that they read it regularly. Train themto regard it astheir soul’s daily food, —as a thing essential to their soul’sdaily health. |
know well you cannot make this anything more than a form; but there isno telling the amount of =in which a mere form may
indirectly restrain.

Se that they read it all. You need not shrink from bringing any doctrine before them. You need not fancy that the leading
doctrines of Christianity are things which children cannot understand. Children understand far more of the Bble than we are apt to

SUppoSse.
Tell them of sin, itsguilt, its consequences, its power, its vileness: you will find they can comprehend something of this.

Tell them of the Lord Jesus Christ, and Hiswork for our salvation, —the atonement, the aoss, the blood, the sacrifice, the
intercession; you will discover there is something not beyond them in all this.

Tell them of the work of the Holy Spirit in man’s heart, how He changes, and renews, and sanctifies, and purifies you will soon see
they can go along with you in some measure in this. In short, I'suspect we have ro idea how much alittle child can take in of the
length and breadth of the gorious gospel. They see far more of these thingsthan we suppose. 2

Fll their minds with Sripture. Let the Word dwell in them richly. Give them the Bible, the whole Bble, even while they are
young.

6. Train them to a habit of prayer.

Prayer isthe very life-breath of true religion. It isone of the first evidencesthat aman isborn again. "Behold," said the Lord of
Saul, in the day he sent Ananiasto him, "Behold, he prayeth” (Ads 9:11). He had begun to pray, and that was proof enough.

Prayer was the distinguishing mark of the Lord's people in the day that there began to be a separation between them and the
world. "Then began men to call upon the name cf the Lord" (Gen. 4:26).

Prayer isthe peculiarity of all real Christiansnow. They pray, —for they tell God their wants, their feelings, their desires, their
fears and mean what they say. The nominal Christian may repeat prayers, and good prayerstoo, but he goes no further.

Prayer isthe turning-point in aman’ssoul. Our ministry is unprofitable, and our labour is vain, till you are brougnt to your
knees. Till then, we have no hope about you.

Prayer isone great secret of spiritual prosperity. VWhen there is much private communion with God, your soul will grow like the
grass after rain; when there islittle, all will be at a standstill, you will barely keep your soul alive. Show me a growing Christian, a
going forward Christian, a strong Christian, aflourishing Christian, and sure am |, he isone that speaks often with hisLord. He asks
much, and he hasmuch. He tells Jesus everything, and so he aways knows how to act.

Prayer isthe mightiest engine God has placed in our hands. It isthe best weapon to use in every difficulty, and the surest remedy
in every trouble. It isthe key that unlocksthe treasury of promises, and the hand that draws forth grace and help in time of need. It
isthe silver trumpet God commands usto sound in all our necessity, and it isthe ary He has promised alwaysto attend to, even asa
loving mother to the voice of her child.

Prayer isthe smplest meansthat man can use in coming to God. It iswithin reach of all, —the sick, the aged, the infirm, the
paraytic, the blind, the poor, the unlearned, —all can pray. It avails you nothing to plead want of memory, and want of learning,
and want of books, and want of scholarship in this matter. S longasyou have atongue to tell your soul’s state, you may and ought
to pray. Those words, "Ye have not, because ye ask not" (Jas. 4:2), will be a fearful condemnation to many in the day of judgment.

Parents, if you love your children, do all that liesin your power to tranthem upto a habit of prayer. Show them how to

begin. Tell them what to say. Encourage them to persevere. Remind them if they become careless and dack about it. Let it not be
your fault, a any rate, if they never call on the name of the Lord. This, remember, isthe first step in raligion which achild isableto



take. Long before he can read, you can teach him to kneel by hismother’'s side, and repeat the simple words of prayer and praise
which she putsin hismouth. And asthe first stepsin any undertaking are awaysthe most important, so isthe manner in which
your children’s prayers are prayed, a point which deserves your dosest attention. Few seem to know how much depends on

this. You must beware lest they get into a way of saying them in a hasty, careless, and irreverent manner.

You must beware of giving up the oversight of this matter to servantsand nurses, or of trustingtoo much to your children doing it
when left to themselves. | cannot praise that mother who never looks after thismost important part of her child’'sdally life
herself. Qurely if there be any habit which your own hand and eye should help in forming, it is the habit of prayer. Believe me, if you
never hear your children pray yourself, you are much to blame. You are little wiser than the bird described in Jbb, "which leaveth
her eggsin the earth, and warmeth them in the dust, and forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may break
them. Sheishardened againgt her young ones, asthough they were not hers: her labour isin vain without fear” (bb 39:14-16).

Prayer is, of al habits, the one which we recollect the longest. Many a grey- headed man could tell you how his mother used to
make him pray in the days of his childhood. Cther things have passed away from his mind perhaps. The church where he wastaken
to worship, the minister whom he heard preach, the companionswho used to play with him, —all these, it may be, have passed
from his memory, and left no mark behind. But you will often find it isfar different with hisfirst prayers. He will often be able to tell
you where he knelt, and what he was taught to say, and even how his mother looked all the while. It will come up asfresh before
hismind’'s eye asif it was but yesterday.

Reader, if you love your children, | charge you, do not let the seed-time of a prayerful habit pass away unimproved. If you train
your children to anything, train them, at least, to a habit of prayer.

7. Train them to habits of diligence, and regularity about public means of grace.

Tell them of the duty and privilege of going to the house of God, and joiningin the prayers of the congregation. Tell them that
wherever the Lord's people are gathered together, there the Lord Jesusis present in an especial manner, and that those who absent
themselves must exped, like the Apostle Thomas, to missa blessing. Tell them of the importance of hearing the Word preached,
and that it is God's ordinance for converting, sanctifying, and building up the souls of men. Tell them how the Apostie Paul enjoins
us not "to forsake the assembling of ourselvestogether, asthe manner of someis' (Heb. 10:25); but to exhort one another, to tir
one another up to it, and so much the more aswe see the day approaching.

| call it a sad sight in a church when nobody comes up to the Lord's table but the elderly people, and the youngmen and the young
women all turn away. But | call it a sadder sight still when no children areto be seenin a church, excepting those who come to the
Qunday Sthool, and are obliged to attend. Let none of this guilt lie at your doors. There are many boys and girisin every parish,
besides those who come to school, and you who are their parentsand friends should see to it that they come with you to church.

Do not allow them to grow up with a habit of making vain excuses for not coming. Give them plainly to understand, that so long
asthey are under your roof it isthe rule of your house for everyone in health to honour the Lord’s house upon the Lord’s day, and
that you reckon the Sabbath-breaker to be a murderer of his own soul.

Setoit too, if it can be so arranged, that your children go with you to church, and sit near you when they are there. Togoto
church is one thing, but to behave well at church isquite another. And believe me, there is no security for good behaviour like that

of having them under your own eye.

The minds of young people are easily drawn aside, and their attention lost, and every possible means should be used to
counteract this. | do not like to see them coming to church by themselves, —they often get into bad company by the way, and so
learn more evil on the Lord’s day than in all the rest of the week. Neither do | like to see what | call "a young people’scorner” ina
church. They often catch habits of inattention and irreverence there, which it takes yearsto unlearn, if ever they are uniearned &
all. What | like to see is awhole family sitting together, old and young, side by sde, — men, women, and children, serving God
acoording to their households.

But there are some who say that it is uselessto urge children to attend means of grace, because they cannot understand them.

| would not have you listen to such reasoning. | find no such doctrine in the Old Testament. When Moses goes before Pharaoh

(Ex. 10:9), | observe he says, "We will go with our young ana with our old, with our sons and with our daughters: for we must hold a
feast unto the Lord." When Joshua read the law (Josh. 8:35), | observe, "There wasnot a word which Jshua read not before all the
congregation of Israel, with the women and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them." "Thricein the



year," says Bx 34:23, "shall all your men-children appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel.” And when | turn to the New
Testament, | find children mentioned there as partaking in public acts of religion as well asin the Old. When Paul wasleavingthe
disciples at Tyre for the last time, | find it said (Ads 21:5)," They dl brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out

of the dity: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.”

Samuel, in the days of his childhood, appearsto have ministered unto the Lord some time before he really knew Him. “Samuel did
not yet know the Lord, neither wasthe word of the Lord yet revealed unto him" (1 Sam. 3:7). The Apostlesthemselves do not seem
to have understood all that our Lord said at the time that it was spoken: "These things understood not Hss disdplesat the first: but
when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of HmM" (Jbhn 12:16).

Parents, comfort your mindswith these examples. Be not cast down because your children see not the full value of the means of
grace now. Only train them up to a habit of regular attendance. St it before their minds as a high, holy, and solemn duty, and
believe me, the day will very likely come when they will biess you for your deed.

8. Train them to a habit of faith.

| mean by this, you should train them up to believe what you say. You should try to make them feel confidence in your judgment,
and respect your opinions, as better than their own. You should accustom them to think that, when you say athingis bad for them,
it must be bad, and when you say it is good for them, it must be good; that your knowledge, in short, is better than their own, and
that they may rely implictly on your word. Teach them to feel that what they know not now, they will probably know hereafter, and
to be satisfied there is a reason and a needs-be for everything you require them to do.

\Who indeed can describe the blessedness of areal spirit of faith? Or rather, who can tell the misery thal unbelief has brought
upon the world? Unbelief made Eve eat the forbidden fruit, —sne doubted the truth of God’sword: "Ye shall surely die." Unbelief
made the old world reject Noah’s warning, and so perish in sin. Unbelief kept Israel in the wilderness, —it wasthe bar that kept
them from entering the promised land. Unbelief made the Jews cruafy the Lord of gory, — they believed not the voice of Moses
and the prophets, though read to them every day. And unbelief isthe reigning sin of man’s heart down to this very hour, — unbelief
in God's promises, — unbelief in God’s threatenings, — unbelief in our own sinfulness, — unbelief in our own danger, —unbelief in
everythingthat runs counter to the pride and worldliness of our evil hearts. Reader, you train your children to little purpose if you
do not train them to a habit of implidt faith, —faith in their parents word, confidence that what their parents say must be rignt.

| have heard it said by some, that you should require nothing of children which they cannot understand that you should explain
and give a reason for everything you desire them to do. | warn you solemnly against such a notion. | tell you plainly, I think it an
unsound and rotten prindple. No doubt it is absurd to make a mystery of everything you do, and there are many thingswhich it is
well to explain to children, in order that they may see that they are reasonable and wise. But to bring them up with the idea that
they must take nothing on trust, that they, with their weak and imperfect understandings, must have the "why" and the "wherefore”
made dear to them at every step they take, —thisisindeed a fearful mistake, and likely to have the worst effect on their minds.

Reason with your child if you are so disposed, at certain times, but never forget to keep him in mind (if you really love him) that he
isbut a child after all, —that he thinks as a child, he understandsas a child, and therefore must not expect to know the reason of
everything at once.

St before him the example of Isaac, in the day when Abraham took him to offer him on Mount Moriah (Gen. 22). He asked his
father that single question, "Where isthe lamb for a burnt-offering?’ and he got no answer but this, "God will provide Hmself a
lamb." How, or where, or whence, or in what manner, or by what means, —all this Isaac was not told; but the answer was
enough. He believed that it would be well, because his father said so, and he was content. Tell your children, too, that we must all
be learnersin our beginnings, that there is an alphabet to be mastered in every kind of knowledge, —that the best horseinthe
world had need once to be broken, —that a day will come when they will see the wisdom of all your training. But inthe meantime
if you say athingisright, it must be enough for them, —they must believe you, and be content.

Parents, if any point in trainingisimportant, it isthis. | charge you by the affection you have to your children, use every meansto
train them up to a habit of faith.

9. Train them to a habit of obedience.

Thisis an object which it isworth any labour to attain. No habit, | suspect, has such an influence over our livesasthis. Parents
determine to make your children obey you, though it may cost you much trouble, and cost them many tears. Let there be no



questioning, and reasoning, and disputing, and delaying, and answering again. VWWhen you give them a command, let them see
plainly that you will have it done.

Obedience isthe only redlity. It isfaith visible, faith acting, and faith incarnate. It isthe test of real discipleship amongthe Lord's
people. "Ye are My friendsiif ye do whatsoever | command you" (bohn 15:14). It ought to be the mark of well- trained children, that

they do whatsoever their parents command them. Where, indeed, isthe honour which the fifth commandment enjoins, if fathers
and mothers are not obeyed cheerfully, willingly, and at once?

Early obedience has all Sripture on its side. It isin Abraham’s praise, not merely he will train his family, but "he will command his

children, and his household after him" (Gen. 18:19). It issaid of the Lord Jesus Christ Hmself, that when "He was young He was
subject to Mary and Joseph” (Luke 2:51).

Observe how implictly Joseph obeyed the order of hisfather Jacob (Gen. 37:13). See how Isaiah speaks of it asan evil thing, when
"the child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient” (Isa. 3:5). Mark how the Apostle Paul names disobedience to parentsas
one of the bad signs of the latter days (2 Tim. 3:2). Mark how he singles out this grace of requiring obedience as one that should
adorn a Christian minister: "a bishop must be one that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with al gravity.”
And again, "Let the deacons rule their children and their own houseswell " (1 Tim. 3:4,12). And again, an elder must be one "having
faithful children, children not accused of riot, or unruly” (Tit. 1:6).

Parents, do you wish to see your children happy? Take care, then, that you train them to obey when they are spoken to, —to do
asthey are bid. Believe me, we are not made for entire independence, —we are not fit for it. Even Chrigt’s freemen have a yoke to
wear, they "serve the Lord Chrigt" (Col. 3:24). (hildren cannot learn too soon that thisisaworld in which we are not al intended to
rule, and that we are never in our right place until we know how to obey our betters. Teach them to obey while young, or else they
will be fretting againgt God all their lives long, and wear themselves out with the vain idea of being independent of His control.

Reader, this hint isonly too much needed. You will see many in this day who alow their children to choose and think for
themselves long before they are able, and even make excusesfor their disobedience, asif it were athing not to be blamed. Tomy
eyes, a parent dwaysyielding, and a child always having its own way, are a most painful sight; — painful, because | see God'’s
appointed order of things inverted and turned upside down; — painful, because | feel sure the consequence to that child's character
in the end will be self-will, pride, and self-conceit. You must not wonder that men refuse to obey their Father which isin heaven, if
you alow them, when children, to disobey their father who is upon earth.

Parents, if you love your children, let obedience be amotto and a watchword continually before their eyes.
10. Train them to a habit of always speaking the truth.

Truth-speaking is far less common in the world than at first sight we are disposed to think. The whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, is a golden rule which many would do well to bear in mind. Lying and prevarication are old sins. The devil wasthe father of
them, — he deceived Eve by abold lie, and ever since the fall it isa sin against which all the children of Eve have need to be on their
quard.

Only think how much falsehood and deceit there isin the world! How much exaggeration! How many additions are madeto a
smple story! How many things left out, if it does not serve the speaker'sinterest to tell them! How few there are about us of whom
we can say, we put unhesitatingtrust in their word! Verily the anaent Persianswere wise in their generation: it was a leading point
with them in educating their children, that they should learn to speak the truth. What an awful proof it is of man’s natural
sinfulness, that it should be needful to name such a point at al!

Reader, | would have you remark how often God is spoken of in the Old Testament asthe God of truth. Truth sesemsto be
espedally set before usas aleading feature in the character of Him with whom we have to do. He never swervesfrom the straight
line. He abhorslyingand hypocrisy. Try to keep thiscontinually before your children’sminds. Pressupon them a all times, that
lessthan the truth isalie; that evasion, excuse-making, and exaggeration are all halfway houses towardswhat is false, and ought to
be avoided. Encourage them in any crcumstancesto be straightforward, and, whatever it may cost them, to speak the truth.

| pressthis subject on your attention, not merely for the sake of your children’s character in the world, —though | mignt dwell
much on this, —| urge it rather for your own comfort and assistance in all your dealings with them. You will find it a mighty help
indeed. to be able awaysto trust their word. It will go far to prevent that habit of concealment, which so unhappily prevails



sometimes among children. Openness and straightforwardness depend much upon a parent’streatment of thismatter inthe days
of our infancy.

11. Train them to a habit of always redeemingthe time.

Idlenessisthe devil'sbest friend. It isthe surest way to give him an opportunity of doing usharm. Anidle mind islike an open
door, and if Satan does not enter in himself by it, it is certain he will throw in something to raise bad thoughtsin our souls

No created being was ever meant to beidle. Service and work is the appointed portion of every areature of God. The angelsin
heaven work, —they are the Lord’s ministering servants, ever doing Hiswill. Adam, in Paradise, had work, — he was appointed to
dress the garden of Eden, and to keep it. The redeemed saintsin glory will have work, "They rest not day and night snging praise
and glory to Him who bought them." And man, weak, sinful man, must have somethingto do, or else his scul will soon get into an
unhealthy state. We must have our handsfilled, and our minds occupied with something, or else our imaginations will soon ferment

and breed mischief.

And what istrue of us, istrue of our children too. Alas, indeed, for the man that has nothingto do! The Jewsthought idleness a
positive sin: it wasa law of theirsthat every man should bring up his son to some useful trade, —and they were right. They knew

the heart of man better than some of us appear to do.

|dleness made Sodom what shewas "Thiswasthe iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idieness
wasin her" (Ezek. 16:49). Idieness had much to do with David's awful sin with the wife of Uriah. —| seein 2 Sam. 11 that Joab went
out to war against Ammon, "but David tarried still at Jerusalem." Was not that idle? And then it wasthat he saw Bathsheba, —and

the next step we read of is histremendous and miserable fall.

Verily, | believe that idleness hasled to more sin than amost any other habit that could be named. | suspect it isthe mother of
many awork of the flesh, —the mother of adultery, fornication, drunkenness, and many other deeds of darknessthat | have not

time to name. Let your own conscience say whether | do not speak the truth. You were idle, and at once the devil knocked at the
door and camein.

And indeed | do not wonder; —everythingin the world around us seemsto teach the same lesson. It isthe still water which
becomes stagnant and impure: the running, moving streams are always dear. If you have sseam machinery, you must work it, or it
soon getsout of order. If you have a horse, you must exerase him; he is never so well aswhen he hasregular work. If you would
have good bodily health yourself, you must take exerdise. If you always sit still, your body is sure at length to complain. And just so
isit with the soul. The active moving mind is a hard mark for the devil to shoot a. Try to be always full of useful employment, and
thus your enemy will find it difficult to get room to sow tares. Reader, | ask you to set these things before the minas of your
children. Teach them the value of time, and try to make them learn the habit of usingit well. It pains me to see children idling over
what they have in hand, whatever it may be. | love to see them active and industrious, and giving their whole heart to all they do;
gving their whole heart to lessons, when they have to learn; — gving their whole heart even to their amusements, when they goto

play.
But if you love them well, let idleness be counted a sin in your family.

12. Train them with a constant fear of over-indulgence.

Thisisthe one point of all on which you have most need to be on your guard. It isnatural to be tender and affectionate towards
your own flesh and blood, and it isthe excess of this very tenderness and affection which you have to fear. Take heed that it does
not make you blind to your children’s faults, and deaf to all advice about them. Take heed lest it make you overlook bad condud,
rather than have the pain of inflicting punishment and correction.

| know well that punishment and correction are disagreeable things. Nothing is more unpleasant than gving pain to those we
love, and calling forth their tears But so long ashearts are what hearts are, it isvain to suppose, asa genera rule, that children can
ever be brought up without correction.

Soilingis a very expressive word, and sadly full of meaning. Now it isthe shortest way to spoil children to let them have their own
way, —to alow them to do wrong and not to punish them for it. Believe me, you must not do it, whatever pain it may cost you
unless you wish to ruin your children’s souls.



You cannot say that Sripture does not eth his son; but he that loveth
him, chasteneth him betimes® (Frov. 13:24). "Chasten thy son while there ishope, and let not thy soul spare for hisaying' (Prov.
19:18). "Foolishnessisbound inthe heart of a child: but the rod of correction shall drive it from him" (Prov. 22:15). "Withhold not
correction from the child, for if thou beatest him with the rod he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and deliver his soul
from hell" (Prov. 23:13,14). "Therod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.” "Correct
thy son, and he shall gve thee redt, yea, he shall give delight to thy soul” (Prov. 29:15,17).

How strong and fordble are these texts! How melancholy isthe fact, that in many Christian familiesthey seem amost unknown!
Their children need reproof, but it is hardly ever given, they need correction, but it is hardly ever employed. And yet this book of
Proverbsisnot obsolete and unfit for Chrigtians. It isgven by inspiration of God, and profitable. It isgven for our learning, even as

the Epistlesto the Romans and Ephesians. Qurely the believer who brings up his children without attention to its counsel is making
himself wise above that which iswritten, and greatly errs.

Fathers and mothers, | tell you plainly, if you never punish your children whenthey are in fault, you are doing them a grievous
wrong. | warn you, thisisthe rock on which the saints of God, in every age, have only too frequently made shipwreck. | would fan
persuade you to be wise in time, and keep dear of it. See it in Bi'scase. Hissons Hophni and Phinehas "made themselves vile, and
he restrained them not." He gave them no more than atame and lukewarm reproof, when he ought to have rebuked them
sharply. In oneword, he honoured his sons above God. And what was the end of these things? He lived to hear of the death of both
his sonsin battle, and his own grey hairswere brought down with sorrow to the grave (1 Sam. 2:22-29, 3:13).

See, t00, the case of David. VWho can read without pain the history of hischildren, and their sins? Amnon’sincest, —Absalom’s
murder and proud rebellion, — Adonijah’s scheming ambition: truly these were grievous wounds for the man after God's own heart
to receive from hisown house. But wasthere no £ault on his side? | fear there can be no doubt there was. | findaduetoit dlinthe
acoount of Adonijah in 1 Kings 1:6: "Hisfather had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done 07" Therewasthe
foundation of all the mischief. David wasan over-indulgent father, —afather who let his children have their own way, —and he
reaped according as he had sown.

Parents, | beseech you, for your children's sake, beware of over-indulgence. | call on you to remember, it is your first duty to
conault their red interests, and not their fanaes and likings, — to train them, not to humour them —to profit, not merely to please.

You must not give way to every wish and caprice of your child's mind. however much you may love him. You must not let him
suppose hiswill isto be everything, and that he has only to desire athing and it will be done. Do not, | pray you, make your children
idols, lest God should take them away, and break your idol, just to convince you of your folly.

Learn to say "No" to your children. Show them that you are able to refuse
you are ready to punish disobedience, and that when you
perform. Do not threaten too much. @ Threatened folks, and threatened faults, live long. Punish seldom, but redly and in good
earnest. —frequent and slight punishment isa wretched system indeed.

Beware of letting small faults pass unnoticed under the idea"it isalittle one." There are no little thingsin training children; al ae
important. Littleweeds need plucking up as much asany. Leave them alone, and they will soon be great. Reader, if there be any
point which deserves your ottention. believe me, it isthisone. Itisone that will give you trouble, | know. But if you do not take

13. Train them remembering continually how God trains His children.

The Bble tellsusthat God hasan elect people, —a family in thisworld. All poor sinners who have been oonvinced of sin, and fled
to Jesus for peace, make up that family. All of uswho really believe on Ghrist for salvation are itsmembers. Now God the Father is
ever training the members of this family for their everlasting abode with Him in heaven. Heactsasa husbandman pruning his vines,
that they may bear more fruit. He knowsthe character of each of us, —our besetting sins, — our weaknesses, — our peculiar
infirmities. — our speda wants. He knowsour works and where we dwell, who are our companionsin life, and what are our trias,
what our temptations, and what are our privileges. He knows all these things, and is ever ordering all for our good. Healotsto each
of us, in Hisprovidence, the very thingswe need. in order to bear the most fruit, — as much of sunshine as we can stand, and as
much of rain, —as much of bitter things aswe can bear, and as much of sweet. Reader, if you would train your children wisely,
mark well how God the Father trainsHis. He doeth all things well; the plan which He adopts must be right.



See, then, how many things there are which God withholds from His children. Few could be found, | suspect, among them who
have not had desires which He has never been pleased to fulfill. There has often been some one thing they wanted to attain, and
yet there has aways been some barrier to prevent attainment. It hasbeen just asif God was pladngit above our reach, and saying,
"Thisis not good for you; this must not be." Moses desired exceedingly to cross over Jbrdan, and see the goocly land of promise; but

you will remember his desire was never granted.

See. t00, how often God leads His people by ways which seem dark and mysteriousto our eyes. We cannot see the meaning of all
His dealings with us; we cannot see the reasonableness of the path in which our feet are treading. Sometimes so many trials have
assailed us, — so many difficulties encompassed us, —that we have not been able to discover the needs-be of it al. It hasbeen just
asif our Father was taking us by the hand into a dark place and saying, "Ask no questions, but follow Me." There wasadirect road
from Egypt to Canaan, yet lsrael was not led into it: but round, through the wilderness. And this seemed hard at the time. "The soul

of the people," we are told, "was much discouraged because of the way" (Exod. 13:17; Num. 21:4).

See, also, how often God chastens His people with trial and affliction. He sendsthem crosses and disappointments; He laysthem
low with sickness He stripsthem of property and friends; He changes them from one position to another; He visits them with things
most hard to flesh and blood; and some of us have well- nigh fainted under the burdenslaid upon us. We have felt pressed beyond
strength, and have been aimost ready to murmur at the hand which chastened us. Paul the Apostle had athorn in the flesn
appointed him, some bitter bodily trial, no doubt, though we know not exactly what it was. But this we know, —he besought the

Lord thrice that it might be removed; yet it was not taken away (2 Cor. 12:8,9).

Now, reader, notwithstanding all these things, did you ever hear of a singe child of God who thought his Father did not treat him
wisely? No, | am sure you never did. God's children would alwaystell you, inthe longrun, it wasa blessed thing they did not have
their own way, and that God had done far better for them than they could have done for themselves Yes! And they could tell you,
too, that God’s dealings had provided more happiness for them than they ever would have obtained themselves, and that Hisway,
however dark at times, wasthe way of pleasantness and the path of peace.

| ask you to lay to heart the lesson which God's dealings with His people is meant to teach you. Fear not to withhold from your
child anything you think will do him harm, whatever his own wishes may be. Thisis God'splan. Hesitate not tolay on him
commands, of which he may not at present see the wisdom, and to quide him in ways which may not now zeem reasonable to his
mind. Thisis God’s plan.

Shrink not from chastising and correcting him whenever you see his soul's health requires it, however painful it may be to your
feelings; and remember medicines for the mind must not be rejected because they are bitter. Thisis God's plan.

And be not afraid. above all, that such a plan of training will make your child unhappy. | warn you against this delusion. Depend
onit. there isno surer road to unhappiness than always having our own way. To have our wills checked and denied isa blessed
thing for us; it makes us value enjoyments when they come. To be indulged perpetually is the way to be made selfish; and selfish
people and spoiled children, believe me, are seldom happy.

Reader, be not wiser than God; —train your children as He trans His
14. Train them remembering continually the influence; of your own example.

Instruction. and advice, and commands will profit little, uniessthey are backed up by the pattern of your own life. Your children
will never believe you are in earnest, and really wish them to obey you, SO long as your actions contradict your counse!. Archbishop
Tillotson made awise remark when he said, "To give children good instruction, and a bad example, is but beckoning to them with

the head to show them the way to heaven, while we take them by the hand and lead them in the way to hell.”

We little know the force and power of example. No one of uscan live to himself in thisworld; we are aways influenang those
around us in one way or another, either for good or for evil, either for God or for sin. — They see our ways, they mark our condudt,
they observe our behaviour, and what they see us practise, that they may fairly suppose we think right. And never, | believe, does
example tell so powerfully asit doesin the case of parentsand children.

Fathers and mothers, do not forget that children learn more by the eye than they do by the ear. No school will make such deep
marks on character ashome. The best of schoolmasters will not imprint on their minds as much asthey will pick up at your
fireside. Imitation isafar stronger prindple with children than memory. VWhat they see has a much stronger effect on their minas
than what they are told.



Take care, then, what you do before a child. It isatrue proverb, "Who sins before a child, sinsdouble.” Srive rather to be aliving
epistle of Christ, such asyour families can read, and that plainly too. Be an example of reverence for the Word of God, reverenc in
prayer, reverence for means of grace, reverence for the Lord'sday. — Be an example in words, in temper, in diligance, in
temperance, in faith, in charity, in kindness, in humility. Think not your children will practise what they do not see you do. You are
their model picture, and they will copy what you are. Your reasoning and your lecturing, your wise commands and your good advice;
all thisthey may not understand, but they can understand your life.

Children are very quick observers; very quick in seeing through some kinds of hypocrisy, very quick in finding out what you really
think and feel, very quick in adopting all your ways and opinions. You will often find asthe father is, so isthe son.

Remember the word that the conqueror Caesar always used to his soldiersin abattle. He did not say "Go forward," but "Come.”
S it must be with you in training your children. They will seldom learn habits which they see you despise, or walk in pathsin which .
you do not walk yourself. He that preachesto his children what he doesnot practise, is working a work that never goes forward. It
is like the fabled web of Penelope of old, who wove al day, and unwove all night. BEven so, the parent who triesto train without
setting a good example is building with one hand, and pulling down with the other.

15. Train them remembering continually the power of sin.

| name this shortly, in order to guard you against unscriptura expectations. You must not expect to find your children's mindsa
sheet of pure white paper, and to have no trouble if you only use right means. | warn you plainly you will find no such thing. Itis
painful to see how much corruption and evil there isin a young child’s heart, and how soon it begnsto bear fruit. Violent tempers,
self- will, pride, envy, sullenness, passion, idleness, selfishness, deceit. cunning, falsehood, hypocrisy, a terrible aptnessto learn what
isbad, a painful downessto learn what Is good, areadinessto pretend anythingin order to gain their own ends, —all these things,
or some of them, you must be prepared to see, even in your own flesh and blood. In little waysthey will creep out at a very early
age; it isamost startling to observe how naturally they seem to springup. Children require no schoolingto learnto sin.

But you must not be discouraged and cast down by what you see. You must not think it a strange and unusual thing, that little
hearts can be so full of sin. It isthe only portion which our father Adam left us; it isthat fallen nature with which we come into the
world: it isthat inheritance which belongsto usall. Let it rather make you more diligent in using every means which seem most
likely, by God's blessing; to counteract the mischief. Let it make you more and more careful, so far asin you lies, to keep your
children out of the way of temptation.

Never listen to those who tell you your children are good, and well brought up, and can be trusted. Think rather that their hearts
are awaysinflammable astinder. At their very best, they only want a spark to set their corruptions alight. Parents are seldom too
cautious. Remember the natural depravity of your children, and take care.

16. Train them remembering continually the promises of Sripture.

| name this also shortly, in order to guard you against discouragement. You have a plain promise on your side, "Train up your child
in the way he should go, and when heisold he shall not depart fromiit" (Frov. 22:6). Think what it isto have a promise like
this Promiseswere the only lamp of hope which cheered the hearts of the patriarchs before the Bible was written. Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, —al lived on a few promises, and prospered in their souls. Promises are the cordias which in every
age have supported and strengthened the believer. Hethat hasgot a plain text upon his side need never be cast down. Fathersand
mothers, when your hearts are failing, and ready to halt, look at the word of thistext, and take comfort.

Think who it isthat promises. It isnot the word of a man, who may lie or repent; it isthe word of the King of kings, who never
changes. Hath He said athing, and shall He not do it? Or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good? Neither is anything too
hard for Him to perform. The thingsthat are impossible with men are possible with God. Reader, if we get not the benefit of the
promise we are dwelling upon, the fault isnot in Hm, but in ourselves.

Think, too, what the promise contains, before you refuse to take comfort fromit. It speaksof a certain time when good training
shall espedially bear fruit, —"when a child isold." Qurely there iscomfort in this. You may not see with your own eyes the result of
careful training, but you know not what blessed fruits may not spring fromit, long after you are dead and gone. It isnot God'sway
to give everything at once. " Afterwards isthe time when He often chooses to work, both in the things of nature and in the things of
grace. "Afterward" isthe season when afflition bears the peaceable fruit of righteousness (Heb. 12:11). "Afterward" wasthe time
when the son who refused to work in hisfather's vineyard repented and went (Matt. 21 29). And "afterward” isthetimeto which

parents must look forward if they see not success at once, — you must sow in hope and plant in hope.



Cast thy bread upon the waters," saith the Spirit, "tor thou shalt find it after many days' (Eceles. 11:1). Many children, | doubt
not. shall rise up in the day of judgment, and blesstheir parents for good training, who never gave any sgns of having profited by it
during their parents’ lives. Go forward then infaith, and be sure that your labour shall not be altogether thrown away. Threetimes
did Bijah stretch himself upon the widow’s child before it revived. Take example from him, and persevere.

17. Train them, lastly, with continual prayer for a blessing on al you do.

Without the blessing of the Lord, your best endeavours will do no good. He hasthe hearts of al men in His hands, and except He
touch the hearts of your children by His Spirit, you will weary yourself to no purpose. Water, therefore, the seed you sow on their
mindswith unceasing prayer. The Lord is far more willingto hear than we to pray; far more ready to give blessingsthan we to ask
them : —but He lovesto be entreated for them. And | set thismatter of prayer before you, asthe top-stone and seal of al you do. |

suspect the child of many prayersis seldom cast away.

Look upon your children as Jacob did on his; he tells Esau they are "the children which God hath graciousdly given thy servant”
(Gen. 33:5). Look on them as Joseph did on his; he tola hisfather, "They are the sons whom God hath gven me’ (Gen. 48:9). Count
them with the Psalmist to be "an heritage and reward from the Lord" (Ps. 127:3). And then ask the Lord, with a holy boldness, to be
gracious and merdiful to Hisown gifts. Mark how Abranam intercedes for Ishmael, because he loved him, "Oh that Ishmael might
live before thee" (Gen. 17:18). See how Manoah speaks to the angel about Samson, "How shall we order the child, and how shall we
do unto him?' (ludg. 13:12). Observe how tenderly Job caredfor his children’s souls, "He offered burnt-offerings according to the
number of them all. for he said, It may be my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thusdid Job continually” (Job 1:5).
Parents, if you love your children, go and do likewise. You cannot name their names before the mercy-seat too often.

And now. reader, in condusion, let me once more press upon you the necessity and importance of using every single meansin
your power, if you would train children for heaven.

| know well that God is a sovereign God, and doeth all things according to the counsel of Hisown will. | know that Rehoboam was
the son of Solomon, and Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, and that you do not always see godly parents having a godly seed. But |
know also that God is a God who works by means, and sure am |, if you make light of such means as | have mentioned, your children
are not likely to turn out well.

Fathers and mothers, you may take your children to be baptized, and have them enrolled in the ranks of Christ’s Church; —you

may get godly sponsorsto answer for them, and help you by their prayers; —you may send them to the best of schools, and gve
them Bibles and Prayer Books, and fill them with head knowledge but if all thistime there is no regular training at home, | tell you
plainly, | fear it will go hard in the end with your children’s souls. Home isthe place where habits are formed; —home isthe place
where the foundations of character are laid; —home givesthe biasto our tastes, and likings, and opinions. See then, | pray you,
that there be careful training at home. Happy indeed isthe man who can say, as Bolton did upon his dying bed, to hischildren, "l do
believe not one of you will dare to meet me before the tribunal of Chrigt in an unregenerate state.”

Fathers and mothers, | charge you solemnly before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, take every painsto train your childrenin the
way they should go. | charge you not merely for the sake of your children’s souls; | charge you for the sake of your own future
comfort and peace. Truly it is your interest so to do. Truly your own happinessin great measure dependson it. Children have ever
been the bow from which the sharpest arrows have pierced man's heart.

Children have mixed the bitterest cups that man has ever had to drink. Children have caused the saddest tearsthat man has ever
had to shed. Adam could tell you so; Jacob could tell you so; David could tell you so. There are no sorrowson earth like those which
children have brought upon their parents. Oh! take heed, lest your own neglect should lay up misery for you in your old age. Take
heed, lest you weep under theill-treatment of a thankless child, in the days when your eye is dim, and your natural force abated.

If ever you wish your children to be the restorers of your life, and the nourishers of your old age, —if you would have them

blessings and not curses —joys and not sorrows— Judahs and not Reubens — Ruths and not Orpahs, —if you would not, like Noah,
be ashamed of their deeds, and, like Rebekah, be made weary of your life by them: if this be your wish, remember my advice
betimes, train them while youngin the rignt way.

And asfor me, | will condude by putting up my prayer to God for all who read this paper, thet you may all be taught of God to feel
the value of your own souls. Thisis one reason why baptism istoo often amere form, and Christian training despised and

disregarded. Too often parentsfeel not for themselves, and so they feel not for their children. They do not redize the tremendous
difference between a state of nature and a state of grace, and therefore they are content to let them aone.



Now the Lord teach you all that sin isthat abominable thing which God hateth. Then, | know you will mourn over the sins of your
children, and strive to pluck them out as brandsfrom the fire.

The Lord teach you all how predious Christ is, and what a mighty and complete work He hath done for our salvation. Then, | feel

confident you will use every meansto bring your children to Jesus, that they may live through Hm. The Lord teach you all your need
of the Holy Spirit, to renew, sanctify, and quicken your souls. Then, | feel sure you will urge your children to pray for Hm without
ceasing, and never rest till He has come down into their hearts with power, and made them new creatures.

The Lord grant this, and then | have a good hope that you will indeed train up your children well, —train well for thislife, and train
well for the life to come; train well for earth, and train well for heaven,; train them for God, for Christ, and for eternity.

Notes

[1] Asaminister, | cannot help remarking that there is hardly any subject about which people seem so tenadous asthey are about
their children. | have sometimes been perfectly astonished at the sowness of sensible Christian parentsto allow that their own
children are in fault, or deserve blame. There are not afew personsto whom | would far rather speak about their own sins, than tell
them their children had done anything wrong.

[2] "He hasseen but little of life who does not discern everywhere the effect of education on men’s opinions and habits of
thinking. The children bring out of the nursery that which displaysitself throughout their lives." —Ceal.

[3] Astothe agewhen the religousinstruction of a child shoula begin, no general rule can be laid down. The mind seemsto open
in some children much more quickly than in others. We seldom begin too early. There are wonderful examples on record of what a
child can attain to, even at three yearsold.

[4] Some parentsand nurses have a way of saying, "Naughty child," to aboy or grl on every sight occasion, and often without good
cause. It isavery foolish habit. Words of blame should never be used without rea reason.

[5] Astothe best way of punishing a child, no general rule can be laid down. The characters of children are so exceedingly
different, that what would be a severe punishment to one child, would be no punishment at al to another. | only beg to enter my
dedided protest against the modern notion that no child ougnt ever to be whipped. Doubtless some parents use bodily correction
far too much, and far too violently; but many others, | fear, use it far too little.



